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Reprinted by popular  demand:
The Cahuilla Indians by Harry James

“�James sympathetically portrays a much maligned people… His 
dramatic description of their history and culture, their ceremonial 
life, and their highly poetic and broadly cosmic folklore ably 
supports his thesis that they are a proud, intelligent people.”

	 — Montana Magazine

“�Harry C. James, who has written many useful books on the Southwest, 
has had a long-time intimacy with the Cahuilla. His present book 
describes their successful fight for food against desert conditions. 
Then it goes on to later history under the Spanish and the Americans. 
For sheer brutality, there seems to have been little to choose between 
the two. Besides its general interest, this book should be excellent 
reading as a supplement to geography and history.”

	 — Ruth Underhill

El Capitan
by Tanis C. Thorne, with photo essays by Heather Ponchetti Daly

Richly embellished with historic photos and innovative digital maps, 
El Capitan is Southern California regional history at its best. Based 
upon extensive archival research, the study blends the dynamic 
social history of Native people with the changing winds of federal 
Indian policy. El Capitan is framed within the larger story of legal 
dispossession and cultural adaptation of Southern California’s Mission 
Indians under Spanish, Mexican and American rule. Challenging 
stereotypes, the book traces the actions of strong-willed and capable 
Native leaders (aka captains) who defended boundaries and resources 
with the support of “friends of the Indian” and the federal guardian. 
An intense conflict over water rights culminates in the removal of the 
Capitan Grande people from their trust land in order to construct the 
El Capitan dam and reservoir. Defining terms of their capitulation, 
the Capitan Grande people insist on being relocated as communities. 
Out of the geopolitical maelstrom of the Depression era came the birth 
of two new reservations in San Diego County: Barona and Viejas.

Above all, this is a story of native survival in place. The name 
“El Capitan” is an embodiment of the history, social principles, and 
world view of Indian people on the Southern California landscape.
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